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Thegrounds of Unity 
ER 
RELIGHON., «0 


0 and |: 5 miTion is deſired of all Princes and 'Common- 
wealths, as th:1t i lich preſerves peace and happineſs in all 
(o.ieties, for a iNailon fall of diſcontents and Factions, 1s next 
door t» Rebeilion, ard conſequently ruine, 

2, 0-22 vrear touncation. of peace is the due ſubmmithon of all 
partyue a8 well Eccletiaſtical as Civil, ro the temporal Prince , as 
ſipteatn Governonr 10 all cautes and ſibjeRro none bur God, 

3, Aud rais may be yielded and yer nor a complear ſatizfaftion 
iothz g:n6 al , foi by a colleration in Religion, different Seats 


may po-lible tabmic for pollirick ends, though this unites noc , bur. 


only pailiaces, wiitch yer 1s hetrer they a worſe evil, 

4. Bac char woich breeds the perfet concord and compleat 
union is this, when the Eccletialticks , and again, rhe people agree 
toand embrace the publick eſtabliſh'd Church-Diſcipline wichour 
marimuting , not out of 'oOrce, but love and good opinion of ir, 

5. To whichend and pirpoſe , ir ought co be as rational-and 
conſonant ro the law of nature as poſſible , agreeing with the plain 
appcehenizons of hnmanicy and down righe fincericy of ehe com- 
mons, withont ſp:ctoas circumſtances or impercinencies, which the 
_ pzople tniok are Hit amuzements and Sophifticarions in the wor- 
ſhip of God, bu: yet alſo compliant with the ends of prudence, and 
order without affeRation of Novelty on th'one hand,or ſuperſtition 
on ch'other, and chis will iofallibly be of fa:ce, for being fonnded 
1n;reaſon, ic will be aplicable and comprehenſive to all reaſoneble 
men, — | | 
6, For his is certain , the Church was pure and plain at the be- 
ginntog , without ceremonies and circumſtances ; and Chriftians 
met together humbly , decently , and religiouſly , with hearty 
Prayers to God, aud thearivg of the word fervently preach'd with 
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ſach apprehenſiveneſs and reaſon, char chey made the people wiſ- 
lingly to reſign theic blind and ſuperſtitious opinions to ſuch real 
and demonſtrated craths, prefling chem co ſearch che Scripruresg 
and cheic own conſciences whether choſe chings they taught were 
 foorno; in chis purity and hincerity , were che primitive times, 
_ with which theic innoceacy and holineſs of life fo prevaild, thar 
many Kiogsand Kingdomes in fhort crime embraced rhe Chriflian 
Religion, and firongly upheldir; bur after, it grew roſo much 
fplendor and pompe, char Supertician, Vanity and arcogance crepe 
alſo by degrees into the Clergy, thar ſoon dimn'd the Luſter , and 
abaced the rue glory of Religion, and was the cauſe of many di. 
vilions- 

7. For this is a rule in che diſcipline of the Church and worſhip 
of God, that too much formality fpoyls devation, and makes men 
cold in the ſearches afcer ccuch ; rhe mo.e plain and free from cere- 

= monies and ciccumianrials ic is, provided ic be decent, the more 
= pure and ſubſtancial ic will prove, avd che more ground fora general 
-_ nnion ; wherefore in all ſach caſes, much care ſhould be raken thae 
the great ſfiumbling blocks of diſcoment be taken away, for 
though chey are of themſelves indifferenr , yer when they bring 
much and conſiderable diſturbance, they then ceaſe co be indiffe. 
rent , co peace and quietneſs, and (ſo ate bercer cegulated or re- 
moyed. | 
$. Now doubtleſs though Epiſcopacy is the pureſt , as well as 
the moſt ancient diſcipline of che Church , havivg obrained in all 
Chriſtian Churches of che world of whae ſort or ſe ſoever, for 
I500 years togerher afcer Chriſt, and che Church of England at 
- preſent islookt upon tobe the beſt regulated of all Epiſcopacy, and 
yer if chere can be any more adyantages given to it for the far= 
ther improvement of Unicy, from antient preſcription, right rea- 
ſon or modern example, doubtleſs ir might be good co be patin 
 praRtice, for we ſhould il aſcend co improvement and perfeRion, 
for the more comprehenſive and generally acceptable ir is, the 
more firm and eſtabliſhr ic will be, | 
9, For there is nothing conducecth more to unity and peace 
hen by caking off and reduciog the general FaQions of Religion, 


wich is done by enlarging che boſom of the Church and FE 
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ef chings char are cavild at , provided only they are Ciccumſianti- 
| alls, as commonly they are, and not che materials and Efſencials 
_ ofReligion; ſo would both che cavils ceaſe, and SeRaryes alſo, 
' andof courſe fall of themſelves to the gronnd withone more ado, 
| andipcorporare to the ſame Church. with us vnavoydably. | 


» 


| 10, For the trne way of unity, is ſuch a compoſed mean of 
| Chucch-Diſcipline as may render che major part and generalicy of 
| mional people ſatitfied , which may ealily be done with vs with- 
| outaltcivg che frame of government or tating things to peices , 
| buc only by joyning che ewo great Parties of this Nation together, 
| (viz, ) the Epiſcopal and Precbterian , which parties are at leaſt 
| piveparts iv ten of the natios including all other Sets , which may 
be done by alictle regulation, abating only ſome chives and refor- 
mig others, 
11, For Epiſcopacy nd ihe ſame diſcipline in eeneral is well 
| enongh approved by che meſt, bur as in all rimes of civil govern - 
{ ment, emendarious and making Laws hath been for the beccer 
| conveniency of che pubiick acco;ding ro the emergencies of things, 
| wdconjunctare of iimes and occations , ſo alſois it convenient iD 
| the Ecclehatic:! Rey:menr. for ſome things will be alwayes proper 
| uſome cimes, 454d {::mz ages, that is not proper in che other ; and 
| accordingly chey muit be remedied , for in an ave or ſome long 
1 maRof cims mens manners and che conftitutions of thipgs alter 
atceamly , and ſo muſt have correRions proportionably. 
| 12, Andall people being now ſatisfied that che Ehurch of Ex- 
| lard by Epiſcopacy 1s to be che ſtanding Government, being efta- 
{ diſhe by Parliament. and owned ſo in his Majefiies late Declararti- 
1 onfor Liberty, if chere beonce a furcher comprebenſion of the 
| Presbiterians is and according to that Government; all other par- 
| tes will ſoon be quiet as too ſmall ro ftand iv compuration on the 
1 me hand, and on th” other hand the Ehurch being chus regulated 
1 nl bring in the reſt dayly alſo, ſo char ſome ſmall regulation and 
{ fdatement of the very ſame Church-diſcipline we have already . 

; ] mill wockrhe defired effeR, And as for the other diſſenters they 
| "iy have all che ſame loving conmvance and indulzence they have 
| Upreſent, bur no legal liberty ;f6r Regt allowance will make chem 
1 '"pudent , and endeavour to encreafe;, Whereas otherwiſe they will 
| *humble and cautious, Tm 
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- 13, Wherefore unice thoſe rwo partes, and che Chyrch is eſs. 
bliſbr 0d much beccer and (icon!;+.7 chen ever, this will nor ohely 
oblige our friefdy ac home, bu all the Proceſiancs beyond Seay , 
and this niay be dope by che jule aboveſaid withour alcring the 
mode of Government , for we differ bur in a few thiogs in diſci- 
pline and none in doQtrine, they have left of themſelves the notion 


of Elders, apd if ir werein their own choice would diref moderate 


Epiſcopacy , ard 'weu1d Cor.cede yet re: y Buch more for the $ai- 
ning of out fiend, ip nd be irgore With vs which will be a very 
happy'peciod of chiclung aid great conteti now never to be heard 
ot any mote, | | 

14, To cff:& (hs, a few thincs will be ſufficient , as aiſpencing 
with the Sy*plice : £1'Q P11t of One Oath 1nthe Aa of Untformity, 


alſo the croling in Bzpciſm and kneeling at the Szcrainenrt le'tip» 


diffe:ent, and piuralicies taken away ; theſe things bein? abated, 
they would agree with all things elſe very well, and b: 33 much or 
more for Epiicopacy then our ſelves, and why (hold not we deſire 
'chis alſo thar will unice us ſo invinceobly, whe:efo:e ſhould we 
Rick ar ſuch lirtle circumRances to hinder fo great a work ; and as 


I 


' for rakivg away pluſalicies, there are bur tew ſober men of either | 
paity buc hartily Cefire it, it being chat which makes ill thoſe | 


which have coo many, andhindeis abundance of learned men 
from preferment, 1t b<ing pruderc: ingovernmenr, rather to pro- 
vide convenient and comtoctable preiermeors for many, thangrear 


prefermcents for f:w; and things thus remedyed and quallified 


- will be ſo [ar fro: wrakning the Þ. otetiant intereſt , that it will 


raiſe it highe: chin cyzr, Bd make Epiſcopacy ſand upon 2 firm 
and evycilaiiinz 3:{i;, 1 am confident theſe ew things laſt mentio- 
ped vill do ths work; however if thece were any other hindravces 
of the like nature , what matter were It to remove them for the 


 Chucches ſecurity, the advantage will ſoop be perceived , this will 


drown and take away che name of Presbittery as well as all vick- 

names of parties , and make them have no abertors nor underſtand 

how to beger a quatrsl if they would thernſclyes. 
3 5. Some may {ay itwill be 11] making alterations, but that 18 


c* {me extraordinary thipg which diſconrenrs the major part of | 


, 7 
© 3*:.&; 


\ 
"'Y : 5 6 4. - 
KY F -o þ 
dk Cats 
\- 


2 Fo 
45 
Fo 
oY 
x 
>. 


- by : "2 "YE " 
th x INE 4 CORO YT OW Hey NG . 
— ———— + rt Sm _. WE an. 


can ; bur chis igchecontrary, for hete the major part will | 
y be well plezied atit, but will alſo be advantaged - where | 
then i: 1:5 ipconveniency of it, the Royal and Proteſiant party if | 
| Cgremonies | 
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[| Decencie, good Order, and Eccleſiaſtical Goyernmebr, butthis 
) ch nor follow, for by the ſame Role, chere cant be a motion to 
reform ay thing araiſs whatſoever, but they (hall ſtraight prevenc 
it by a pretgnce of a defiruRtive change, brit this alters nyo gronme 
work or ſubFgpcizls in Diſcipline, oply pruning of ſome ſuperfiy= 
cles, for according to the common Maxime, take away the C ie, 
4nd the Effet ceaſeth, for example, if.a map purtecb on Taces of 
his Linen or Garment, ſome will ſay they are to broad, others ro 
| raccow, others pot fineenovgh, orherwiſe agaip, no good pattern, * 

when be char weares none gives po oppertuvity to be talkedon, or 
far any; body co be diſpleaſgd yeich him. | So its gens ally 10 all 
| other chingy, che more plain and ſubfiaprigll ic is, che betcer ics 
1 liced, and ſo in Diſciplise, 1f cy ſhould cd at foundations 
| ad ſubfiaptial rhings, they would repder cheir party weak and 
themſelyes rediculous, wherefore for their owp Credit and Chrifii- 
| jpity, chey woulg nor pprip thoſe ſacred Tyes and Ligaments ,bne 
| 213nz Ceremonies and circyranrials,common reaſon rels vg,is li- 
| Paleco the cenſure gf gxery. common precender under the potion of 


lupeeſition, whilltplaingeſs ayd ſFriquſmeſs in Religipn, ils up al 
Kaples heares ro appleudeir, irs no policy to vp 2 
ing of chem 
way Cureth the cronbles without pgy magte to do; cutting of "2 
dſcomented Cavill. | TY T9 nl ng 


+* 


old things ro be. 
u8ued and diſpyred 36 or cauſe Aifterences, when caking of 


17, For 


(8) 

. For true ballance of che Church Government, i is cohays 
as ſermwnneceſſary obligations as poſſible, and ro be free from all 
Cloggs in oppreſſionof reaſan ar conſcience, bur giving latitude, * 
be ; Comprehenſive of the gepcrallity as mu-:h as may bs, for all Ars 
tifices ought to be contrived for inlargivg the boſom of che Church | 
to the ntmoſi Excent, and 1o caſes of this nature Ptivare Annis 
mokies oveht by every one to be laid afide for the publick Con. 
.Cern. | 
18. All manner of Church rigor beips thus calmed, how flrong” 
ſhould webe in our ſelves, it would keep many Acicke ſort of pe6 
ple from going beyond Sea, blalt all che defignes of che oY 
of the Church, and oblige all ſorts of forreien and home Pre 
ants, making them fAock co ir and checiſh ſo moderate a Goye 4 
ment, and would noc ſcruple ar Biſhops or any good Order, buc 
would gladly joyn wich chem, as bein DE queſtonleſs the bet Go» - 
yernmenc in the world if truly regulated,and when once the' great 
Oneg and heads of Parries are obliged by flate Prade Gs: the reft © 
will ſoon crumble to. nothing, by this all Sewies w 1! diminiſh - 
when once the apparent grounds of difference is cake! away as _— 
'this would not. only unice us for the preſenc, bur keep peoplE'tts 


'growing to be Schizmaticks,for the farure as well as increaſe” theby- | "2 15 


_4y of che Church, when they ſee ic tsnor Ceremonies are'ſtov 
onas ſore incendiaries prerend,bur infiead thereof ſo much wile 
ipgneſs and plain harredneſs,. counite all people ip the W orihip of. 


"Wy Thus ſhallche Church of Exg/and be more firmly eſtablifþ tb 


then' ever, the poplepleaſed and conformable, His Majetly fea 
edof his Enemies abroad, and become firong in che affections: of 
his Subjects at home; Trade alſo would ſoon revive and flouriſh, 


and not only the Dutch, bur ocher Proteſtancs alſo flock over with | 


hoo of Money , and MavufaQturies, His Majeſty by it gaii 1 


e hearts of all the Proreſiancs of Ewrope, as well as theic Tride FN I 
-3nd Metchandizs, by. endeayonring co eſtabliſh, thus the piriey.. \'Y.. 


" of the VVorſhip of God: eaſing of render Conſciences, 


coring them more freeincheic perſons Religion and Property thes 73 - l 
> wor is the world befides, which is chac which increaſerh the” M4 


andgrandute of any Nation, 
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